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CHOICE CHANGE FREEDOM 

This Issue 
Open Source Revolution P. 1 

IT Management Tips P. 2 

Non-Profit Solutions P. 1 

Trends & New Software P. 2 

 

Coming Events.  
 
‘Come Dine With Us’  
for a mid winter pot-
luck dinner.  Wednes-
day July 22nd at  
5.30pm  
 
 
Challenging            
 Behaviours.  
Signs of and , strate-
gies to use.  
Monday 10th August   
at 6pm.  
 
Both events are at 
the  centre in         
Invercargill.   
 
I will look at how we take 
the 2nd  workshop to    
the regions.   

A.G.M 

The new Governance 

Board  is ; 

Chair: Ann Boyles 

Vice Chair: Bernadette  

  Milne-

Committee: 

Jill Bolger                             

Barrie Sheehy                            

Joy Brown                                  

Erin Lawlor                              

Parker Ormond                              

Win Spence                           

Wendy McArthur  

Ex Offcio  

Nellie  - Manager 

Liz  Balloch—Minute              

 Secretary 

 

The year is tracking well  for the Poupou (programme).  We have had 151 

students so far completing 3,179 hours to the end of May.                                                                                                                                                                                   

As with all organisations, things never stay the same  and ours (Literacy Aotearoa) is no exception.  The 

national office is undergoing a restructure along with polices, procedures and the constitution.  I have been 

involved on a national working group to update the national constitution with a view to all Poupou 

adopting  or aligning with the national document in time. This will be discussed and the revisions voted on 

the A.G.M. and National Planning Hui in Auckland in July. The Literacy Aotearoa website , 

www.literacy.org.nz   has been up dated and now looks fresh and inviting. The revamp has just been 

launched and there is still more info  being  added over time.                                                                                                

Locally we have some new initiatives. A driving licence group in Mataura in association with Whanau Ora 

and a self supporting conversation class in Queenstown for second language people as a result of demand 

and a request for provision.   We have also been sought out by two businesses for workplace provision. Its 

really good to get those calls.  Over the space of the winter all of the office staff will have had a decent  

annual leave break.  

As some will be aware, funding around our apprentices is tightening up with the 

Industry Training Organisations (ITOs). We currently have 38 apprentices receiving 

tuition region wide.  It would seem demand has outstripped available funds for 

some of the ITOs.      You will see by the list above left, that we had a successful  

AGM and have a good governance board who are all  enthusiastic and committed to what we set out to 

achieve.  

We continue to say thank you to the tutors for getting the monthly reports in on time. ( 5th of each month 

at the latest). This makes the data entry and checking so much less pressurized.   

All the best and keep warm,  

   Nellie and Averil 

 

Bronwyn Yates, Te Tumuaki (CEO) of Literacy Aotearoa, at the 
Area Hui in Lumsden.   

What's in the news?  

Thank you to Helen at Literacy North Otago.  At this time 
of year it is good to think of the good things in life as we 
cope with some grey days at this time of year. 

 

 
  
 
Presbyterian Synod of  
Otago and Southland.  
 

 
For the grants we have received this year. It is very much                             

http://www.literacy.org.nz
http://southernadultliteracy.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/5.png
http://southernadultliteracy.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/8.jpg


   Pathways Awarua                                                                              
Following on from the Lumsden Hui,                                                                                    

we now have a sign on code  for                                                                                              

students  to join Pathways Awarua.                                                             

It s a good  programme for some                                                            

additional tuition and  it  is appealing                                                                      

to students because they                                                                             

can challenge themselves with the                                                            

steps of the learning progressions.                                                                         

Alternatively you  as a tutor can sign on, do the short P.D.                                                                              

required and then get your student going.  

We would definitely encourage you and your student to       

investigate it.  Improvements and additions are being added at 

frequent intervals 

If possible please acknowledge Literacy Aotearoa and or  us.  

 It was great to see so many of you in Lumsden.  The  

feedback was positive  about the day and all seemed to 

enjoy it.  I  feel it is always valuable for everyone to have 

contact with Bronwyn Yates, Te  Tumuaki. (CEO).  She 

enjoys the contact and it is a chance for you to hear 

about national perspectives , some we like some we 

don’t.  Northern Southland College were good to work 

with and  appreciate the work that we do.  The time and 

effort of the guest presenters is always appreciated.  

 

 
Southern Area Hui  

Lumsden  

March 28th 2015 

 

 

 

Four of us attended this Hui held at Otakou Marae on the Dunedin Penin-

sula May 13-14.   All poupou (programmes) were represented. Much of 

the time was taken with Literacy Aotearoa business, how we are going to 

date and  the proposed changes that may be coming.  We did have a 

speaker from Ngai Tahu who spoke about initiatives to preserve the lan-

guage, and a story teller took a short workshop on  how to gather the sto-

ries.  We were treated to a short trip on the ‘Monarch’  which took us out 

to the heads of the     harbour and gave a us a close look at the albatross 

and other wildlife.  

Attending L-R Ann, Joy, Nellie, Averil.  

NGA HUI HEKE TUATORU—STH ISLAND CONFERENCE  

Colette—centre, with her four students who passed the Open Poly-
technic Foundation Skills qual. One passed two quals in a year and 
gained NCEA level 1 and 2.  A great result. Two have also found 
fulltime work.  It is unfortunate that the funding that allowed us to 
work collaboratively with  Open Poly, was discontinued by TEC  
at the end of last year.  

Monthly  Reports.  
 
To the left is an example of  the  3 
monthly reporting against goals  which 
is due   before July 5th.      On the data-
base we have room for     approx. 50 
words so the more  info you can give us, 
the easier it is for Colleen to record the 
best and most concise accurate info for 
each student.  
The other vital info needed is the ab-
sence info.  On the database we have to 
record all absences, either explained or 
unexplained and the reason, time and 
day they occurred so please ensure you 
record all of this info on your monthly 
report.  
 
We know this seems complicated but 
welcome to our world of              having 
to make every-
thing balance. 
 
Thanks,  Averil   
and Colleen 

The Queenstown Connection.  
 
Since taking on the position of local coordinator my time has been 
spent meeting with people from the agencies in town who are most 
likely to have contact with potential ‘clients’. I have been amazed by 
how many of these services are available and how much support is 
necessary in a town that appears ‘wealthy’ to the outside world. I am 
hopeful we may be able to work with these agencies to fill other gaps 
in what is available to support adult literacy in Queenstown over 
Winter.  
We have one apprentice working with a tutor and one pending ap-
proval.  
We have widely advertised a conversation class starting and we have 
5 in the group so this is a good start.                                                       
It is a comparatively quiet time of year for Queenstown but the snow 
has arrived. The town is buzzing with the festival.   
Chris Fitzpatrick 

The Gore Connection.  
 
The driving licence group continue to study with Maura on 
a Tuesday morning. We now have a group in Mataura  also  
which was initiated by the Whanau Ora navigator.  We con-
tinue to  have apprentices working with tutors although 
there has been some  put on hold due to funding revues by 
the I.T.O.  
I attended the community networking meeting last week 
and there is a big focus on  working with Youth in Gore.  It 
always interesting to attend these meetings and here what is 
going on in the community.  
   Nellie   


